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(71) I, Bryan FkEDERicK Lawrence, 
of **Rylstoiie". Watton-at-Stone, Hertford- 
shire, England, British nationality, do here- 
by declare the invmtion, for vrUch I pray 
that a patent may be granted to me, and 
the m^faod by which it is to be poioimed. 
to be partiodaily described in and by the 
following statement: — 

Tliis invention relates to a boot for horses. 

Convraitional horeshoes, that is to say, 
metsA or nylon horseshoes of conv^tioimi 
shape have various disadvantages wh^ fitted 
directly to the hoof, amongst which are that 
th^ axe expensive and inconvenient to have 
fitted; they provide little or no traction on 
ice, snow, concrete or pavCTient; they provide 
little or no cushioning effect, so that no pro* 
tection is &v&x against shodc to the hoof 
and 1^ when the horse is on hard or stony 
ground or is jumping; they provide no sup* 
port for die frog part of the hoof; and they 
distort the way in \diich the hoof grows. 

Hie present invention seeks to provide a 
boot which, with suitable arrangem^t, may 
alleviate many of the above disadvantages 
and may be easily and securdy fitted to 
hoofs of different sizes. Accordingly, the 
invention provi(fes a horse bcot comprising 
a base portion for supporting a horse's hoof 
from the ground, a wall portion upstanding 
from the base portion peripherally there- 
of, the wall portion being at least partly 
flexible, being arranged for completdy en* 
circling the hoof and having overlapping 
portions, and fhex^ bedng provided adjustable 
fasfening means having an actuating lever 
di^laccable to adjust the d^^ of ovesrlap 
thereby accommodating the wall portion to 
the size of the hoof to secure the boot to 
the hooL 

According to a preferred feature of the 
invention the actuating lever is displaoeable 
past an over <xntie position to effect secure* 
ment of the boot to the hooL 

Preferably tbe materia] of the wall por- 
tion k continuous around the pei^ery of 
the wall portion, the or each said overlap 
thoeby forming a fold. 

The base portion and the wall portion are 
{Price 33pl 



integral with one another and formed of a 50 
sm^ moulding of rubber or urethane. At 
its und^de the base portion may be formed 
with a tread and/or it may have thr^ed 
ins^ for atfachmg, for example^ a con- 
ventional horseshoe. 55 

in ord^ that the invention may be more 
fully understood a horse boot embodying 
the invCTtion will now be described, by way 
of example, with reference to the drawings, 
in ¥diich: — 60 

Fig. 1 shows the boot in side devation 
and with the fastening means not opera- 
tive; 

Fig. 2 is a p^spective view &om above 
showing the boot as it is when fitted to the 65 
horses hooi; 

Fig. 3 is an underside plan view of the 
boot; and 

Fig. 4 is a front elevation of the boot with 
the fast^img means omitted for darity. 70 

Rderring now to the drawings, a boot 
for horses comprises a moulding 1 having 
a relativdy thick and sul^tantially rigid base 
portion 2 which is generally plane and is 
formed on its underside with a tread 3. Up- 75 
standing from the base portion around the 
pmphery thereof is a contmuous, flexible 
wan portion 4 v^ch generally conforms to 
a horses hoof, having a toe part 5 and a 
bed part 6. As can be seen £nmi F%s. 1 80 
and 4, the thickness of the wall portion 4 
is small (e.g. 1 :4) in rdation to that of the 
base portion 2. 

As is later to be described the boot is in- 
t^ded to fit dosdy over a h(»ses hoof with 85 
the top free edge of the wall portion just 
bdow the top of the hool In omcr that the 
same boot may be fitted to hoo& a range 
of diff»ait sizes, the wall portion is made 
larg^ in drcumfer^ce than the circum- 90 
feaiencG of the largest hoof to be fitted and 
is formed with two folds. TTiese folds, da. 
noted by the rdeience nmr^^aTyJare fiwma 
one on eitner side of the toe part 5. EaS 
fold is grawally vertical and deqpens in 95 
the direction towards the fcee upper edge 
of the wall portion. 

Jn Older to keep the folds dosed in use. 
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a toggje dip or lever 17 is pivotafly monnted 
on the boot by means of a hoiizontal pin 8 
engaang lugs int^rally foimed on a boot 
mmbw 9. The foot manbo: 9 is attached 
5 to flie moulding 1 by studs 10, and extends 
viMcaDy along the uppo" part of the toe 
pMt 5 cmttaDy of flie boot For darity the 
togs^ dqi 17 and the associated items 9 and 
tA omitted fran Fig. 4. However, the 

10 holes 20 for recdving the studs 10 are shown 
mthatFigura 

Also attached to the moulding 1 (and 
omitted from FJg. 4) are two attachment 
plates 11 disposed one on either side of the 
15 boot Each plate 11 is integrally foimed 
^- with three backwanfly &cing hooks 13 

which are spaced along the boot in the foie- 
and-aft du*ection. 
I^e foot m^ber 9 previously described 

20 holds captive an endless loop of stamless 
wire 14. For operation, the boot is 
fitted mto the hoof to be shod wifli this loop 
14 loose (as shown in Figure 1). and the loop 
is hooked over an ^propriate hook 13 on 

25 eadi of the attadunent plates 11. With the 
toggle dip raised as shown by the brok^ 
Imes m Fig. 1, tiie bi^t of the loop b^een 
the plates 11 is engaged behind an appro- 
priate one of four further hooks 15 int^- 

30 rally formed at spaced mtovals along the 
underside of the dip. and the dip is then 
pressed downwardly to apply tension to the 
loop 14. In its downward movonent the 
dip is forced past an over-centre position so 

35 that the t^ion in the loop causes it to snap 
into a limited, stable position. The dip is 
then as shown by full Imes in Fig. 2, the boot 
as a whole being shown in Fig. 2. The ten- 
sion thus created and maintained in the loop 

40 14 by the toggle dip 17 thereafter keeps 
the folds 7 closed while the boot is bmg 
used. The boot is thereby finnly kept m 
position on thfrhoof. 
It win be appiedaled that the detamina- 

45 tion of which of the hooks 13, 15 it is best 
to engage is largdy by trial and error. How- 
ever, this can be quiddy effetled and a good 
fit established over a wide range of dif- 
ferent sizes of hool It is hoped that only 

50 tiuee different sizes of boot win suflSce for 

• all the hoofs which are lilaly to be met 

TTie base portion 2 has threaded inserts 
18 in its und^de for oiabling a conven- 
tional metal or nylon horseshoe (or altraia- 

55 tivdy a njdon plate) to be bolted beneath the 
boot for when long periods of road woA 
are to be undertaken. The inserts are 
moulded into position v/hen tiie moulding 1 
is formed. For extreme conditions of ice or 

60 snow individual metal studs may be screwed 
■ into the mserts. 

The moulding 1 is of rubber or methane 
mat^ial which provides substantial rigidity to 
the base but has a compressive resiliOTt pro- 

65 perty, and the toggle dip 17, the pin 8, the 



foot monber 9. the studs 10. the attachment 
platK 11 and the inserts 18 are of aluminium 
or aluminium aUoy. 

In order to prevent excessive vertical 
movemait betweai boot and hoot it is de- 70 
sffable that the boot should be provided 
with a tread on the inner surface of the wan 
pomon 4. particularly over the heel part 6 
and at the sides. This tread is pief^ably 
prodded by a moulded rubber insert mem- 75 
ber (not shown) which is attached to the waH 
portion 4 at tile sides of the boot and ex- 
t^ds around the back of tiie boot adjacent 
the mner surface of the waH portion 4 Con- 
yemoitiy tiie studs 16 provided for attach- 80 
mg tiie plates 11 also save for attaduM this 
insert member. 

horse boot is intended for use vfhsa 
the horse is being ridden, and is designed for 
easy removal for vfh^ the animal is to be 85 
put to grass or in a stable. However, tiie 
boot may also be used as a surgical boot 
for the treatmoit of nail punctures* - 
abscesses and otiier hoof wounds. It hdps 
to prevent and alleviate hoof cracks, con- 90 
tracted heels, corns, navicular disease, thrush 
and excessive hoof wear. It may be used on 
a hoof wiiich is unshod, or whidi is already 
shod with a conventional metal or nylon 
horseshoe. By virtue of the substantial thick- 95 
ness of resilient material of the base portion 
2, tiie shoe provides cushioning which re- 
duoes impact-caused hoof and leg injuries 
such as are often incurred during jumping 
and when moving on hard and stoney 100 
ground. ' 

In one modification of the described boot 
the material of the wall portion 4 is discon- 
tmuous at each of the folds 7, so tiiat sunple 
overlaps are formed. The discontinuities may 105 
extoid over the full hdght of the wall por- 
tion, or, like the folds 7 as shown, fliey 
may stop short of flie base portion 2. Like 
the folds 7. these snnple overlaps are vari- 
able in extent to accommodate the wall 110 
portion to the hool Altiiou^ two folds are 
used in tiie dess^bed boot, one or three or 
more folds (or overlaps) could altemativdy 
be used. 

In furthra: possible modifications of the 115 
described boot tiiie inserts 18 are omitted. 

WHAT I CLAIM IS:- 

1. A horse boot comprising a base por- 
tion for supporting a hoise's hoof ftom tiie 
ffound, a wall portion upstandmg from the 120 
base portion peripherally tiiereot tiie wall 
portion being at least i»rtiy flexible, bdng 
arranged for completdy endrelmg the hoof, 
and having oveiiappmg portions, and there 
bemg provided adjustable fastening means 125 
haying an actuating lever displaceable to 
adjust the degree of ov^ap thereby ac- 
commodating the wan portion to tiie size of 
the hoof to secure tiie boot to tiie hool 

Z A horse boot as daimed in rJan^ i 130 
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wherein the actoatmg lever is displaceable 
past an over centre position to effect secore- 
ment of the boot to die hooL 
3. A horse boot as daimed in claim 1 or 

5 dahn 2 the lever Is provided with a 

loop arranged to provide tenaon trans- 
veiidy of the or each ovedap to effect 
securonent when the lev^ is moved to a 
secoring position. 

10 4. A horse boot as claimed in any one of 
daims 1 to 3» herein the material of the 
wall p<Mrdon is continuous around the peri- 
phery of the wan portion, the or each said 
ov^lap thereby forming a fold. 

15 5. A horse boot as claimed in any one 
of daims 1 to 4 herein the lever is formed 
with a plurality of hooks at spaced posi- 
tioning to one side of a pivot and is at- 
tadied to the wall portion on one side of an 

20 overlap thereot a furtiier member formed 
with a plurality of hooks is attached to the 
wall portion on the other side of said over- 
ly, and the loop is engageable over a 
selected hook of each memleT to adapt the 

25 boot to different skes of hoof. 

6. A horse boot as daimed in daim 5, 
wherein the wall portion is formed with two 
said overlaps and the lev^ is mounted b> 
tween these ov^laps. flie boot comprising 

30 two said further monber one for eadi ov^- 
lap and mounted on the opposite side of the 
ovedap to the lever, the loop being ar- 
ranged for engagiTig a said hook on each 
further memb^ and a said hook on tbQ 

35 levCT. 

7. A horse boot as daimed in daim 6, 
wherem the lev^ is attadied to the wall 
portion by a foot m^ber, and the loop 
is hdd captive on said foot member. 



8. A horse boot as daimed In dahn 7» 40 
^wlierein^ die lever and the foot membo' are 

of aluminium or aluminium aOoy. 

9. A horse boot as danned in any pre- • 
ceding daim, wherein the base portion is 
formed with a tread on Its undersidCw 45 

10. A horse boot as daimed in any pre- 
ceding daim, which indudes threaded in- 
serts in the underside of the base portion for 
providing bolting attachmoits for one or 
more ground-contacting shoe, plate or stud 50 
members. 

11. A horse boot as daimed in any pre- 
ceding daim, wherein the base portion and 
the wan portion are integral with one an- 
othCT, bdng provided by a sinde moulding. 55 

12. A horse boot as daimed in daim 11. 
wherdn the moiddmg is of rubbor <x me- 
thane. 

13. A horse boot as daimed in daim 11 

or 12, ^ch indud^ an insert member dis- 60 
posed within the boot adjacent the wall 
porticm for reducing relative vertical move- 
m^t of the boot and a hoof to which the 
boot is fitted, the member bemg formed 
sepsratdy from the mouldhig but attached 65 
thereto. 

14. A horse boot as daimed in dabn 13, 
wh^ein the insert member is of rubber. 

15. A horse boot substantiaJly as des- 
cnbed herdn with refer^ce to, or as fflus- 70 
trated in, the drawings. 

For the AppUcant, 
J. F. WILLIAMS & CO.. 
dartored Patent Agents, 
113 Kmgsway, 
London, WC2B <SQP. 
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